Health and Safety Policy

The statutory framework in England is the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). The latest version of the

framework is here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2

Health and safety policy statement

The manager of the early years setting is responsible for health and safety in the setting. Staff must ensure
the setting is as safe as reasonably practicable for use by the children in all age ranges that are cared for at

the setting. We aim to ensure children are healthy and safe on our premises, in the garden and on outings.

Health and safety procedures

Overarching statement: We aim to ensure the premises and outside areas are fit for purpose by carrying
out regular risk assessments of all areas of provision including furniture, equipment and toys. The setting,

both inside and outside, is cleaned regularly and staff check for debris or dangers throughout the day.

Paediatric first aid: We are committed to keeping children safe - however, accidents do sometimes
happen. All staff have up-to-date paediatric first aid certificates and the children are within sight and / or
hearing at all times. We risk assess constantly to help keep children safe.

First aid kit: There is a fully equipped first aid box in the setting and this is taken on all outings. The
contents are suitable for children and are replaced after use or as required. We keep completed Accident
and First Aid Record forms in each child’s personal file and ask parents to complete an Existing Injuries

Record if their child has had an injury at home.

Parents are asked to make themselves available on the same day (where possible) to read and sign
accident and first aid records. We are aware of the requirement to notify Ofsted of any serious accident,

illness or injury, or death within 14 days.
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Emergency evacuation: see Emergency Procedures for more information.

Smoking and vaping: Please see out No Smoking Policy.

Space requirements: Space requirements are complied with and spaces are free from clutter; emergency
exits are kept clear. The setting and garden are clean and hygienic and regular risk assessments ensure
the setting and garden and safe. We have security procedures in place including checking the identify of
visitors, locked doors and gates and clearly marked exits. We will make reasonable adjustments if

requested, as required by the Equality Act 2010.

Outside play: The garden is as safe as reasonably practicable and risk assessed before, during and after
each working day. It is set up to support all children’s learning: resources and equipment are provided
which promote children’s learning and development. Garden equipment, resources etc is risk assessed
before, during and after use to ensure it is safe for the ages and developmental stages of the children in the

setting on the day.

Parents are aware that it is a requirement of the EYFS that their child goes outside every day apart from if
there are unsafe weather conditions and are asked to provide appropriate clothing and spare clothes in

case their child gets wet or muddy. We have a selection of spare clothes for children if required.

Unsafe weather conditions might include storm warnings from the Environment Agency and very hot days
when it is unsafe for children to stay in the sun for long periods. We check weather conditions every day
and speak to parents about how we have supported their child’s learning if we have not been able to offer

them the opportunity to go outside.

We ask parents to provide a bottle of labelled sun cream for their child. Permission is in place to apply
cream and children are taught how to do this independently (with supervision). Parents are asked to put the

first layer of sun cream on their child in the morning and we will continue to apply it through the day.

Sleeping children: Sleeping children are monitored visually. Safe sleep guidance is followed and the

information is shared with parents.

Toilets and handwashing — Nappy changing and toilet facilities are cleaned regularly, using anti-bacterial
cleaning products to keep them clean. It is deep cleaned at the end of the day. Soiled clothes and other
items are bagged up for parents to take home. All linen and cloths used in the setting are washed at high

temperatures using non-biological powder to reduce the risk of cross contamination and allergies.

Handwashing procedures are followed and children are supervised.

Insurance: The settings up to date insurance certificate is available for viewing at any time.
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Risk management: We risk assess first thing in the morning and constantly during the day, covering
outside play, inside activities, outings etc. The setting and garden are visually checked for risks and faulty
equipment, furniture, broken or dangerous resources etc are removed from the play areas immediately.
Children are taught to do their own risk assessments of the setting and garden and are reminded about
safety during outings. We teach children about keeping themselves safe and taking measured risks. For
example, we plan regular activities linked to teaching children about personal safety, stranger danger,

staying safe online, being careful around animals and road and rail safety etc.

Toys and equipment used by children and / or staff are checked regularly for damage and replaced or

mended as necessary — for example, highchairs, places where children sleep etc.

Outings are risk assessed to ensure children are kept safe and we always work within ratios.

All staff have a current paediatric first aid certificates and a first aid kit is taken on outings.

Further health and safety considerations

Hygiene requirements: see lliness & Infection Control Policy.

Supervision of children: to comply with the EYFS, children are within sight and / or hearing of a staff

member at all times.

Food and allergies: see Food & Drink Policy.

Manual handling: Staff complete regular training to remain updated on safe manual handling and heavy

lifting procedures.

Electrical appliances: children and staff are kept safe around electrical equipment. Cables are hidden

from children’s view.

Chemicals: information is available online about chemicals used in the setting; staff are trained in using
chemicals safely and personal protective equipment is supplied as required. Where appropriate, chemicals
are locked away and out of sight and reach of children / fully monitored when in use. PPE will be worn

when dealing the bodily fluids and using chemicals as appropriate.

Staff training: if relevant, staff are trained on health and safety procedures during induction; ongoing

training is provided by the setting.
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Arrival and departure: Parents are met at the bottom of the ramp from the front door or at the gate and
children come into / leave the setting independently. This helps to limit cross contamination and supports

children’s self-confidence.
Curriculum: We use planned activities and spontaneous opportunities to talk to the children about health

and safety and keeping safe and share information with parents to support their child’s health and safety,

including safe internet use, at home.
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